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One of the questions I have been asked most frequently in the course of
working on this book is how I came to select the history of the militias
and National Guards as the subject of my research. The answer that I
have always been pleased to give is that my interest in the militias and
the National Guards developed when I was a student at Kalamazoo
College, in Kalamazoo, Michigan, while taking my required junior semi-
nar as a history major. I was just back from my foreign study experience
in Madrid, and the seminar that year was devoted to the Gilded Age and
the Progressive Era. I loved my time in Spain and decided to select the
Spanish American War for my research paper. My professor, David
Strauss, suggested that I check out the local depository of the archives of
the state of Michigan. I found almost four hundred letters in their Spanish
American War collection. That this remarkable collection was available
to me was a twist of fate. One of the handful of National Guard regi-
ments to make it to Cuba in time to participate in the brief period of
fighting on the island was from southwestern Michigan, where my col-
lege is located.

Those letters were my first real contact with extensive primary docu-
ments, and | found them engrossing. | was completely taken in by the
young men who wrote home to the sugar-beet farming fathers of Paw Paw
and their shopkeeping mothers of Grand Haven, detailing their newly
acquired, first-hand experiences with war. I decided to make these young
men the subject of my senior paper, and I approached one of the
archivists at the main state archive in East Lansing for assistance with my
project. When I told him of my plans, he told me that everyone knew
about the Michigan 33rd and suggested that [ look into the Michigan
Naval Militia.

So I did. What I discovered in the process was not only a love of pri-
mary research, but much that interested me in this particular story as
well. I became fascinated that the young men of privilege (for that is who
formed the Detroit companies of the Michigan Naval Militia) should
devote such time and effort in peacetime to creating a naval reserve that
was clearly unsought by the Navy or its supporters in Washington, DC.
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Later on, the state of Michigan archivist was kind enough to remember
me and my project, and he invited me to submit a proposal to the
Michigan sesquicentennial military history lecture series. Late in my
senior year | gave my first academic paper to an audience that consisted
of two National Guard officers, my parents and siblings, and one good
friend, Molly Horrigan, who hung around over spring break to hear me.
Professor John Wickstrom welcomed me back to “K” many years later as
a newly minted Ph.D., for which I will always be grateful.

[ carried my interest in the phenomenon of the late-nineteenth cen-
tury National Guards into graduate school at the University of Chicago
and in time decided to make the Guards the subject of my dissertation.
My advisers, Kathleen Conzen and Michael Geyer, were quick to pick up
on my enthusiasm and offered invaluable advice, criticism, and encour-
agement, from proposal through defense and after. I owe the most pro-
found thanks to Kathleen Conzen for her guidance and support over the
course of many years. During my time at Chicago, I also received help
and counsel from Neil Harris, Tom Holt, Rashid Khalildi, Ron Inden,
Rachel Fulton, Bill Novak, and Leora Ausslander. George Chauncey
read a few chapters-in-progress and gave me some excellent suggestions.
I also owe a debt of gratitude to the participants of the various workshops
of which Chicago’s graduate program is justly proud. The participants
and speakers from Feminist Theory Workshop that ran in the late 1980s
and early 1990s shaped my thinking more than I realized at the time, and
to Sheri Ortner in particular I want to say, many, many years later, that
I understand now the purpose of reclaiming the hag, in a way that was
impossible for someone as young as I was then. I also owe tremendous
thanks to the members of the Graduate Student Reading and Writing
Workshop and the Social History Workshop, whose comments much
improved the chapters [ submitted there, and contributed to my growth
as a scholar and an historian.

Many friends and fellow students read and reread portions, or the
entirety, of the dissertation. I must especially thank Alexandra Gillen,
from whom [ learned the basics of the Little Red Schoolhouse program,
and whose generous time and commentary on my work I can never fully
acknowledge or repay. I would also like to thank Maureen Harp, Kate
Chavigny, Julie Hessler, Nyan Shah, Elizabeth Dale, Kathy Brosnan,
Mort Ames, Lendol Calder, and Fred Bietler. I am also grateful to
Nahum Chandler, Kate Hamerton, Alex Dracolby, Andrew Cohen,
David Tanenhaus, and Mark Schmeller. Sally Schuler and Stuart
Glennen offered friendship and so much more, and Sally began my very
first databases, a gift of her time that has grown substantially in impor-
tance to this project over the years.



Beyond Chicago, I would like to thank in particular John Shy, David
Montgomery, and Jerry Cooper—all of whom provided information and
encouragement at crucial moments. Military historians have never
known quite what to do with me, as a social historian interested in the
peacetime National Guards, but they have nonetheless offered help and
support along the way, particularly at The Ohio State University
Graduate Student Conference in Military History. Labor historians have
also been stumped, more than once, by my interest in the “bad guys,” but
again they have offered support and advice when [ needed it, and I would
like to thank in particular the participants and organizers of the Pullman
Centennial History Conference, from whom I learned so much. [ would
also like to thank Jodie Vandenberg-Daves, Kurt Liechtle, Victor
Macias-Gonzalez, Mari Trine, and Sharon Wood their conversation,
friendship, and advice, as historians and as colleagues. In Minnesota I
have profited from the suggestions of the Twin Ports Historians, includ-
ing Neil Storch, Pat Maus, and Dick Huddleson. I am also grateful to Tim
Hoogland of the Minnesota Historical Society for his support and
encouragement.

Cao

The research for my dissertation was supported by a U.S. Army Center
for Military History Doctoral Fellowship, and by the Harry Barnard
Dissertation Fellowship of the University of Chicago. I also received
much help from the staff of the National Guard Association of the
United States, whose headquarters are located in Washington, DC.
Archivists at the Illinois State Archives, the Chicago Historical Society,
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library, the National
Archives—particularly at the old Suitland Annex—all provided assis-
tance and encouragement at key moments.

A small research grant from Kalamazoo College, and a more substan-
tial Grant-in-Aid from the University of Minnesota allowed me to com-
plete the databases that undergird a number of my conclusions about who
was in the ING over the years, and I am very grateful for the support. I
would like to thank all of the students who handled data entry over the
years, in particular Sam Litman who did far more than most because of his
generosity of spirit and his interest in the project’s outcome.

As the project wended its way from dissertation to book, I have many
more people to thank. Jerry Cooper’s extensive knowledge of the
National Guards enriched my own when he offered his support and his
insightful commentary as a manuscript reviewer. Colleagues at the
University of Minnesota Duluth, whose friendship, counsel, and advice



have enriched the book include Anna-Marie Roos, Mitra Emad,
Deborah Plechner, Larry Knopp, Krista Twu, Pat Farrell, Scott
Laderman, and Rosemary Stanfield-Johnson. Members of the Feminist
Pedogogy workshop, including Beth Bartlett, Maureen Tobin-Stanley,
Joan Varney, and Gesa Zinn have been a source of strength and wisdom,
for which I am very grateful. Stacey Stark, director of the Geographic
Information Sciences Laboratory at the University of Minnesota
Duluth, prepared the maps that appear in the appendix of this volume.
I must also thank Sandy Crooms and Maggie Diehl at The Ohio State
University Pres, who took my manuscript and turned it into the book
before you.

Finally I must thank my family for all their support—emotional and
otherwise—over the years. My aunt and uncle, Mary and Mike Curzan,
housed and fed me more than once as I visited the national archives, and
they offered excellent advice and friendship along the way. My siblings,
John, Mary, and Rachel, have been excellent cheerleaders. My parents,
Robert and Susan Hannah, made all of this possible—and to them I offer
my deepest and most heartfelt thanks.

My husband, Drew Digby, read every page of this book so many times
that he knows it as well as, if not better than, I do myself, and his loving
criticism and commentary have to a large degree shaped the final prod-
uct. And last, but hardly least, our sons Shaw and Bruck have given me

much joy, even as their lives have been shaped by the rhythms of this
book.



Introduction

In the last three decades of the nineteenth century, American men of all
ages, ethnicities, and economic positions seized on the antebellum tradi-
tion of the volunteer militia company as a vehicle to negotiate and act
out their crucial concerns of manhood and citizenship. The resolution of
the first concern depended on the definition, meanings, and behaviors
assigned to the concept of manhood, a conception that was itself under-
going rapid mutation as a consequence of industrialization.! The resolu-
tion of the second, the issue of citizenship, was, if anything, more diffi-
cult to achieve than a secure verdict on the meaning of manhood. Where
citizenship was previously clearly linked with and dependent on the def-
inition of white manhood, in the postwar decades that coupling was frac-
turing under a variety of strains.” The scattered old-style volunteer mili-
tia companies were not necessarily the solution to either problem, but
new members quickly discovered that volunteering to serve with their
local militia company could supply meaning to either question, and often
to both questions, of manhood and of citizenship. As the militia evolved
into the National Guard over the next three decades, members grew ever
more articulate about the connections they drew between their volun-
teer service, their citizenship, and their manhood, and the ways these
connections secured their identities as men and as citizens.

Not many historians currently view the nineteenth-century state mili-
tias in the context of contemporary debates over manhood or
citizenship—perhaps because the National Guards are today so clearly an
integral part of the regular military, perhaps because most historians
encounter the nineteenth-century National Guard only briefly as it is
being dismissed as a tool of management in labor-capital disputes, if they
ever encounter the militias at all. But most late nineteenth-century state
militias, or as they eventually called themselves, state National Guards,
did not enjoy the patronage of their state governments, or especially of



the federal government, to any significant or reliable degree until after
their members had made the case for the importance of their movement
to the nation.’ Volunteers brought the National Guards into existence
before their states found a use for them, and long before their states were
willing to support them generously. National Guard members gave their
personal time and provided their own money to build their movement
from scattered companies into an integrated and organized all-volunteer
reserve army, and they did it virtually unaided by state or federal agen-
cies or cash. Considering these points, how did this organization that is
today so casually, if mistakenly, accepted as a natural part of the
nineteenth-century landscape come to be? Why were so many men will-
ing to volunteer so much of their time and effort to the creation of an
unsought—and, from many points of view, unwelcome—reserve army?
The short answer is obviously because the volunteers wanted to.
Uncovering the complex of concerns that created that desire is the pur-
pose of this study. In brief, the National Guard movement is best under-
stood as one of a host of associations and organizations late nineteenth-
century American men devised to help them negotiate their location
and purpose in the strange new world of industrial Capitalism.

The National Guards were unique among those organizations, how-
ever, in the ways they explicitly linked manhood and citizenship
through the figure of the citizen-soldier. They were also unique for the
ways they linked older men and young men, middle-class men and
working-class men, men from a wide range of ethnic backgrounds, and
even white and African American men through their voluntary mem-
bership in the same larger organization. The Civil War served as the
touchstone that created this unusually accommodating and broadly
based organization. The Union Army, in particular, provided a rationale
and a model for the volunteers to use as they built a new organization on
top of older, antebellum militia traditions. The Civil War also emerged
as one of the increasingly dominant images of male coming-of-age in the
later half of the nineteenth century.* Many Americans came to see the
war as a rite of passage, as the moment when millions of American boys,
not least the newly freed slaves-cum-Union-soldiers, became men as a
result of their battlefield experiences. In addition, many Americans
came to perceive the war itself as a coming-of-age moment for the
nation, even as a millennial moment, when a young nation reconfirmed
its commitments to freedom, liberty, and equality.’ It was also, of course,
the ultimate argument for full African American citizenship.® A power-
ful blend of patriotism, nationalism, violence, and gunplay fueled these
ideas and presented acute challenges to all Americans in the long post-
war peace. How were young men to come of age without a battlefield



testing of their own? How were men who felt most alive during the
bloody war years to hold onto that image of themselves? How were
African American men to retain and enlarge the gains of their service in
the Union Army?

The antebellum model of volunteer militia companies provided an
obvious and convenient place for all these men to look when seeking a
resolution to their specific personal concerns; the companies could be at
once a rite of passage, a link to the past, and an expression of citizenship.
Once gathered there, the new postwar volunteers discovered that they
shared enough of a language and vision of soldiering and its importance
to both manhood and citizenship that they could create and sustain a
larger single organization that would house and shelter them all while
each pursued his own more particular agenda. Postwar militia volunteers
built an organization that could allow all of these groups to prosper, not
only in the sense that each saw in the institution a way to validate or
claim an identity that was otherwise difficult to realize, but also in their
ability to gain from the proximity to others with similar visions. They
discovered a synergy that allowed and even forced them to create an
entirely new sort of volunteer reserve army and then press it upon an
ambivalent nation.

The history of the Illinois National Guard (ING) from 1870 to 1917 is
an excellent subject for a study aimed at recovering the complexity and
importance of the development of the National Guards. Because each
has its own quirks, no one state militia can replicate the experiences of
all of them, but for a variety of reasons, the ING contains within itself
examples of nearly every kind of incident that any other state militia
experienced. Thus, in one sense, the ING is quite unrepresentative.
However, it also means that the ING can function as an extremely use-
ful stand-in for the whole of the disparate state National Guard experi-
ences of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The ING of
these decades contained within itself great diversity—racially, ethnical-
ly, economically, and regionally—and its members devised ways to func-
tion successfully together without cracking along ethnic or racial lines.
Because of the diversity of membership, a study of the ING offers the rare
opportunity to examine the ways in which both ethnicity and race func-
tioned within a single organization. The ING is particularly interesting
with regard to the persistence of its African American members. Only
Ohio and Massachusetts had as long and as steady an African American
presence in their state forces, and in the case of Massachusetts, African



American Guardsmen were always a tiny minority. Neither
Pennsylvania nor New York, to name two states often put forward as
models for understanding the whole of the National Guards in this peri-
od, can boast a similar record of African American membership.” The
record of the Eighth Illinois United States Volunteers, composed entire-
ly of African American men, during the Spanish American War in par-
ticular, is among the more interesting and significant African American
military experiences of the entire era. Because its members were entire-
ly African Americans, up to and including their colonel, the Eighth
[llinois USV was the object of tremendous scrutiny, as it was treated as
a test case for the capabilities of African American commissioned
officers—as much by African Americans themselves as by any other set
of observers.®

The ING also engaged in the full range of National Guard activities
during this period, from strikes to race riots, through civic parades and
social activities to wartime service, in a way that few other individual
state guards did. The Massachusetts NG, for example, never served in a
strike after 1877, and even the Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio NGs
saw significantly less strike service than the ING.” As a result, ING offi-
cers and men grappled with strike service more intensely and over a
longer period of time than any other state NG members. Their unique-
ly intensive experiences provide a deep body of evidence from which to
understand how strike service shaped the development of the National
Guards as a whole across the time period. This experience, nevertheless,
is necessarily strongly rooted in the very local nature of strike service,
and it is a story that can be fully explored only by close examination of
the ways individual instances of strike service, within a single organiza-
tion within a single state, built over time into a body of opinion and
action.

The state of Illinois provided the ING much less financial support
than either New York or Massachusetts, to pick two other prominent
and well-funded state forces of the era, provided their state militia
organizations, and the ING’s relative impecuniousness is another area in
which their distinctiveness makes them a useful source for understand-
ing the larger National Guard movement.”® Given the ING’s lower lev-
els of state funding, individual ING company members turned to their
communities for fund-raising and supported lobbying efforts at both the
state and federal levels. Their need for funds forced them to articulate
often and regularly what their purpose and appeal was. A second, and
related, result was the prominence of ING officers in the national-level
lobbying organizations as they turned early and consistently toward the
federal government, seeking support for their organization and their mis-



sion to train a reserve army for the nation. Illinois National Guard mem-
bers emerged as powerful spokesmen for their organization, both at the
state and the national level, in large part because of their financial needs.
Finally, a close social history of the various companies and regiments
emphasizes the local nature of the Guard throughout this period, and
would be lost in a study that did not focus clearly on a single, statewide
organization. The local nature of the organization, and the myriad of
ways that guardsmen and their companies were deeply embedded within
their local communities, makes the National Guard movement impor-
tant to any social history of the nineteenth-century United States. The
broader histories that look at the Guard across the country necessarily
lose emphasis on this strong tie, even where it is acknowledged, and this
loss of emphasis has contributed, albeit unintentionally, to the popular
notion of National Guardsmen of the era as faceless, corporate thugs, and
not as varied and interesting men who devoted large amounts of time and
money to an experience of manhood and citizenship that they valued. A
close social history of the ING offers historians a vehicle for exploring
the manifold concerns of American men at the turn of the last century.
The Illinois militia, functionally nonexistent in 1870, grew quickly to
be among the largest in the nation by the 1880s. It appealed to men of
widely different economic backgrounds, ethnicities, races, and regions
around the state, successfully recruiting up to a third of its membership
in any given year. As a result of the sudden and sustained growth, long-
term members successfully lobbied to reshape the state laws governing
the militia and to increase state, and eventually, federal budgets for the
upkeep of the militia. The ING also served in more than two dozen strike
interventions, allowing members to take the full measure of the conse-
quences of this kind of service and ultimately deciding to find ways to
minimize their politically untenable role in the maintenance of domes-
tic order. Important as these lobbying and order maintenance duties were
to ING members, however, the overwhelming bulk of an ING member’s
time was devoted to ceremonial, social, and competitive pursuits. These
activities lay at the heart of their public persona within their local com-
munities, and through them ING members created an organization that
at once tested and confirmed their claims to manliness and citizenship.

Cao

To fully appreciate the fundamental newness of the organizations creat-
ed after the Civil War, the history of the Illinois militia must be situated
in the broader context of the history of militias in the United States up
to the 1870s. What follows is a brief overview of the legal foundations of



the militia, and then a brief summary of the multiple ways that commu-
nities and states met their legal obligations with regard to militia law
from the colonial period until the post-Civil War era.

The legal foundations of the modern American militia lie in the
Constitution, and as with all political and military authority in the
United States, control is divided. The particularly complex and ambigu-
ous position of the militia as established by the Constitution in 1789 has
plagued the system to the present day. Congress has the power to organ-
ize, arm, and discipline the militia. The states have the power to appoint
the officers and train the militia, according to the discipline established
by Congress. When the militia is called into federal service, the presi-
dent is its commander-in-chief. However, Congress must call the militia
into federal service and can do so only to execute the laws of the Union,
suppress insurrections, or to repel invasion. The rest of the time, the
militia is under the command of the state governors and responsive to
their calls to duty under conditions determined by their respective state
constitutions.!!

After ratification of the Constitution, the militia laws could be, but
seldom were, altered by legislation. In 1792 Congress passed two acts con-
cerning the militia that would not be superseded until 1903. The first
provided that all free, white, able-bodied men between 18 and 45 owed
military service to state and nation, and that they should provide them-
selves with the wherewithal to do so.” This act also stipulated that the
states should all have similar organization tables, if it was convenient, and
report on the condition of their militia once a year to the federal govern-
ment.” The second act delegated to the president some of Congress’s
authority to call the militia under certain conditions. One purpose of
these acts was more explicitly to create a body that could be considered
and used as a national military reserve. The states all eventually followed
the lead of the national government and established their own militia
acts, similar in content to the federal statutes. In subsequent years, it rap-
idly became clear that supporting the militia was going to require a more
serious commitment on the part of both the state and the national gov-
ernment. In 1808 Congress appropriated $200,000 annually to be appor-
tioned out to the states to buy arms on the basis of the returns sent by the
state adjutant generals to the secretary of war. Thereafter, despite repeat-
ed calls for reform, no more laws were passed at the federal level for the
rest of the century." The development of the militia from then until the
twentieth century lay in the hands of the state governments.”

After the Spanish American War (1898-99), the federal government
once again began to play a crucial role in the evolution of the National
Guards as Congress passed reform legislation, backed with federal



money, in 1903, 1908, and 1914. The result of this flurry of activity was
what is now known as the federalization of the National Guards, that is,
the ever-increasing integration of what were once independent state
militias into the national defense structure, until, by the late twentieth
century, the National Guards had become a virtually indistinguishable
arm of the U.S. Army and its reserve systems. The federalization of the
state National Guards in the early twentieth century naturally led to a
decrease in the importance of state legislation concerning militias and to
an uneasy sharing of authority over the National Guard system. All leg-
islative action was at the state level between 1870 and 1903, and Illinois
was a relative hotbed of experimentation and development; state law
regarding the militias was revised or replaced no fewer than five times."
The experimentation and development of legislation at the state level
during these years provides yet another rationale for looking closely at a
single state.

A challenge for historians of the United States in addressing the mili-
tia lies in the confusion surrounding the use of the term, despite its legal
basis, caused by different applications of it over time and space. “Militia,”
by definition, refers to the military service owed to the state (or commu-
nity) by every able-bodied man in the area—and historically this defini-
tion meant exactly that, a duty owed only by males. In the American
context, “militia” also refers to all the various permutations of systems for
organizing civilian military obligations to the state that have developed
over time. For example, owing to the precarious existence of the early
settlements in the first phases of British colonization of North America,
a rigorous training schedule was initiated for the entire militia
complement—that is, all able-bodied men of the locale. As time passed,
settlement increased, dangers faded, and general militia training fell to a
few days a year. In order to maintain some defense force in the case of
emergency, younger men were sometimes required to train together on a
more regular basis. They became the militia company in the region, yet
they were also the nucleus for the larger militia if the need arose. This
pattern repeated itself over and over as the population expanded."”

The next phase of militia development began once frontier dangers
faded away. Groups sprang up that voluntarily trained together more fre-
quently and with more ceremony than did the larger militia pool. The
general pool came to be referred to as the “common” or, if records were
kept of available men, the “enrolled” militia, whereas the more active
bands were called “volunteer” militia. The Minute Men, initially estab-
lished in and around Boston in the mid-seventeenth century, are an
example of the latter. After the Revolution, volunteer militia companies
were highly visible in public celebrations and popular with many groups.



Companies were formed by wealthy young men, ethnic or immigrant
men (particularly Irish), craftsmen, or clerks. Thus, a distinction
between the volunteer militia and the common militia existed almost
from the beginning of the colonial period and remained significant
across time.'®

After the Civil War, some understandings of militia faded, and more
terms were added to differentiate various voluntary reserve systems from
one another. Enrolling had gradually disappeared from practice during
the antebellum period, and by the end of the Civil War, the old common
militia had ceased to function. In the late 1870s, as new men re-
energized the volunteer militias, the term National Guard came into
wide use. It was adopted from the French term for the national enrolled
militia, but in practice in the United States it referred to the active vol-
unteer militia bands chartered or recognized by the various state govern-
ments. By the turn of the century, most state militias had formally adopt-
ed the name “National Guard.”” Yet in 1916, the Army succeeded in
establishing, in addition, a national reserve system, separate from that of
the states and under its own control.”® However, all these terms—
Militia, Volunteer Militia, National Guard, Active Militia, Reserves—
are often used interchangeably in primary sources, in histories devoted
only to the civilian reserve structure, and in wider histories of the U.S.
armed forces.”!

The names are used interchangeably because distinctions among all
these groups were easily blurred. Whenever situations demanded larger
numbers than one or two volunteer bands could supply—as in periods of
Indian fighting or the various more formal wars of the seventeenth, eigh-
teenth, and nineteenth centuries—the common militia was called upon
to make up the difference, but not indiscriminately; a call would be
issued, and volunteers, draftees, or their substitutes would join the exist-
ing bands or create a new one. The whole agglomeration was, and is,
referred to as the “militia.” Thus, whenever large numbers of militia con-
verged, the ranks could be filled with members of established volunteer
bands, recent volunteers, and compulsory volunteers, but rarely, if ever,
the entire available complement of the common or enrolled militia.
Variations on these methods of supplying the necessary men have been
used in nearly all wars of the United States.”

In the early nineteenth century, then, the older, general state militias
withered across the eastern seaboard and in the settled regions of the
northwest territories, until the last remnants became an object for mock-
ery when they assembled for their increasingly desultory (and often
drunken) annual training days.” The popular volunteer companies cor-
respondingly became more visible and impressive. Initially, these volun-



teer companies owed little to state governments, but with the passing of
the general militia’s effectiveness in the 1840s and 1850s, many state leg-
islatures began to recognize and support the volunteer companies as their
active state militia, usually with some form of financial assistance. In
return, the volunteers could be called out for riot duty, prisoner protec-
tion, and later, returning fugitive slaves. The relationship between state
governments and volunteer militias varied from region to region; in con-
tested frontier areas, the militias were distinctly more likely to be
involved in military action. In 1856, for example, the Law and Order
(pro-slavery) party in Missouri and the free-state party both formed ter-
ritorial militias that spent four months during the summer fighting and
raiding across the territory over the question of the political future of the
state.”* Despite the events in western areas however, the volunteer com-
panies of the eastern seaboard and settled areas of the Old Northwest
chiefly devoted their time to public displays.”

During the Civil War, the volunteer companies and territorial militias
joined the Confederate or Union armies, and what remained of the mili-
tia became both the home guard, filled with boys and older men, and the
recruiting structure for the volunteers who made up the bulk of both
armies. After the war, the hundreds of thousands of men who were mus-
tered into the Union and Confederate armies via their state militia sys-
tems, but were mustered out of state service and into federal service to
serve during the war, were mustered out of the federal service without re-
entering the services of their respective states. At the end of the process
of mustering out and demobilizing state regiments, most states were left
without any officially recognized, active state troops. The history of state
military forces might well have ended there in 1865-66, with state regi-
ments empty and no new military threat in sight to re-energize citizen
interest in state militias. The South was the exception; militias were cre-
ated in 1865-66 and were promptly filled by Confederate army veterans,
right down to the worn uniforms. Congressional reconstruction eliminat-
ed those militias and allowed for the formation of African American
militias. This action provoked further racial violence, as private “rifle
companies” sprang up across the South to combat the perceived threat of
armed African Americans. Eventually, the defeated southern states were
denied the authority to establish militias at all until their constitutions
received congressional approval. Once “redeemed” or returned to white
democratic control, southern state militias followed trends already estab-
lished in the Northeast and the Midwest.? Outside the South, most state
governments were uninterested in funding any military structure at all,
whether universal militia or volunteer, in the decade between 1865 and

1875.7



10

And yet, in the early 1870s, volunteer militias reemerged across the
northern states. Some outfits retained the name of a volunteer company
established before the war, though doing so was common mostly among
the long-established volunteer units of the older seaboard cities. For the
most part, the volunteer companies of the 1870s and 1880s were new
organizations without prewar histories. Although at first the new com-
panies modeled themselves after antebellum volunteer militias, members
quickly discarded those models in favor of new organizational forms at
both the state and the national levels. By the early 1880s, the state mili-
tias, or as they were increasingly called, the National Guards, had over
80,000 members across the country and organized lobbies seeking
increases in both their state and federal funds. In 1898, the National
Guards were the organizational framework for the volunteer troops
raised to fight the Spanish American War, and by 1914 they constitut-
ed a federally supported reserve military force prepared to face overseas
engagements. In 1916, the National Guards were mobilized for service
on the Mexican border, and in the fall of 1917, the National Guards
formed the nucleus of the American expeditionary force sent to Europe
to aid the allies in concluding the First World War.”

(@ €]

The history of the militia in [llinois follows the national trends. After
the Civil War, the antebellum frontier-state militia structure evaporated
completely in Illinois. By 1870, the governor reported to the secretary of
war that Illinois had no active militia at all. In 1872, seven small volun-
teer companies in Illinois can be identified, each with its own name in
the antebellum tradition. In 1874, the adjutant general reported twenty-
five companies with slightly over 1,500 members (though he expected
four to be disbanded soon); each company chose its own name and also
had a company and regiment number assigned by the state. In 1880, the
total strength of the Illinois National Guard (ING) was 8,254 officers
and men in numbered companies and regiments.” This dramatic growth
spurred other equally dramatic changes in the organization and in the
state laws that governed the militia, reflecting, and sometimes leading,
the pace of development of state militias nationwide.

The Illinois volunteer militia was both familiar and flexible to
Americans of the late nineteenth century, and as an institution it
appealed to men of dramatically different backgrounds living widely dis-
parate lives from the 1870s through the turn of the century. The militia
certainly continued to appeal to men of the middle and upper classes,
much as it had done for decades.”® For example, in 1874 the adjutant
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general of Illinois noted that “at the present time there is being organ-
ized in Chicago a regiment composed of the elite of the city, which, from
indications, will become a permanent organization.” However, if
indebtedness is one marker of less elite membership, then most compa-
nies were filled with common men. The Second Regiment, formed in
Chicago by preexisting, predominately Irish companies at the end of
1875 and early 1876 (because they couldn’t get into the new elite regi-
ment), was $8,700.00 in debt by the end of 1876.* One early Chicago
company was so poor the members couldn’t afford to rent an armory
space large enough for the entire group and had to break into to smaller
detachments for weekly drill.” Most of the new companies of 1875-76
were in small towns, and they also struggled to make ends meet. For
example, the Mason City Guards raised sixty dollars by hosting two balls
during their first ten weeks as an active organization and considered
themselves off to a rousing start.** African American men in Illinois cre-
ated military companies whenever and wherever they could find the
numerical strength and community support to do so. In 1870-71, the
Hannibal Guards formed in Chicago, and in the state capital the adjutant
general commissioned the African American officers of Company C in
1869, and the Springfield Zouaves sometime between 1870 and 1872.” In
1872 the McLean County Guards (colored), formed by residents sur-
rounding Bloomington, Illinois, joined the state militia.” The Sixteenth
Battalion, made up of two Chicago African American companies, joined
the ING in 1878. The ethnic and racial identification of companies,
native-born Americans, Irish, Bohemian, Scottish, and African
American, also show how broad the appeal could be.” When the
statewide inspecting officers made any mention of members’ occupations
across the regiments in their annual reports during the 1870s and 1880s,
it seems that the enlisted men at least were primarily clerks, farmers,
skilled tradesmen, or small merchants. Even so, inspecting officers and
enlistment rosters make it clear that professionals and laborers also found
a place in the militias.”

At the turn of the century, the picture of wide regional, ethnic, class,
and racial background among Illinois militia members remained virtually
unchanged. The socially prestigious First Regiment, ING, was still the
home of men from relatively privileged backgrounds, particularly at the
level of the commissioned officers. White-collar workers, especially in the
job category “Clerk,” represented almost half of the enlisted men as well.
Of course, the rest of the enlisted men were primarily laborers or skilled
tradesmen, so even in this most elite of regiments, a wide variety of men
found a place.” (See appendix A.) In contrast, at the same time,
Company A, Third Infantry, ING, of Dekalb, was almost entirely
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working-class in composition.® (See appendix B.) New professions also
found a place in the National Guard. In 1916 the First Cavalry, ING, had
so strong a component of journalists that when they served on the
Mexican border that year they immediately set about publishing a week-
ly newspaper called The Illinois Cavalryman (using the presses of a local
San Antonio paper), which started at eight full pages and grew to twelve
by the end of their service thirteen weeks later.* The African American
Ninth Battalion joined the ING in 1894.* These diverse patterns of com-
pany formation, rural and urban, rich and poor, ethnic, Anglo, and
African American, continued through the call to active duty in 1917.

The benefits and rewards that kept such a large cross-section of men
active in the Guard are striking because membership appears to have
worked its transformation and confirmation of manhood and citizenship
fairly quickly. The vast majority of enlisted men and officers stayed in the
ING for three years or less.” In 1908, the adjutant general of Illinois esti-
mated that over the preceding five years, the ING lost, on average, 20
percent of its almost 6,000 strong membership annually. Thus, many
years ING officers were successfully recruiting, on average, 1,200 new
members. Their need for new recruits may also have helped contribute to
their broad definition of soldiering, a definition that could attract and
hold men of widely divergent backgrounds and tastes. That they were
able to keep their reserve army at a steady membership while contending
with rapid turnover in their troops reinforces the power of their represen-
tation of the ING as an important and meaningful experience in the lives
of American men, as well as for the life of the nation. The fact that most
men served only a single term of service also allowed the organizations’
long-term leaders, those officers and enlisted men who served nine or
more years, to shape the ING in their own vision of a reserve army.

The ING’s active membership of roughly 5,000 to 8,000 men between
1876 and 1917 was supported by a combination of annual appropriations
from the state treasury, appropriations that slowly increased over time, and
extensive fund-raising activities in the various communities that supported
individual guard companies.” These developments placed the ING near
the top of guard organizations nationwide in terms of size and somewhat
further down in terms of state funding, a position that the ING maintained
through 1917.% (See appendix I.) Illinois had both large industrial and rail-
road centers—most notably, Chicago and East St. Louis—as well as a sig-
nificant rural population and scores of coal mining operations located
throughout the state. The ING was called to active duty during the nation-
wide strikes of 1877 and 1894 and also served during more than twenty coal
strikes policing public order and protecting lives and property between
1877 and 1900, more than in any other state of the union.”
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Despite the profound importance and impact of strike policing on the
development of the National Guards, especially in Illinois, strike polic-
ing was not the stimulant of National Guard growth. Membership in the
[llinois militia surged in the year preceding July 4, 1876, and when paired
with the reports of the adjutant general and histories of company forma-
tion, clearly roots the motivation for company formation in local patri-
otic and personal impulses. The great strikes of August 1877 arrived only
after the Illinois volunteer militia was so large and so well organized that
their lobbyists had already achieved the first of many militia reforms with
the 1876 Illinois militia law overhaul. Guardsmen themselves claimed in
later histories of the 1870s and 1880s that they were in training to be sol-
diers, to serve their nation as reserve troops to be committed in wartime
to augmenting the small regular army. Although some Guard historians
did argue that the presence of the Guard in turn had an effect on strikes
and striking workers, this development was clearly a result, not the cause,
of company formation. The Guard historians also claimed that the mem-
bers were serving their communities and their nation by the act of mili-
tary training, not just as potential soldiers, but also as molders of men and
exemplars of manly responsibility and centennial patriotism. They
applied the lessons of soldiering—self-discipline, obedience, healthy
habits, and personal initiative for both self and group improvement—to
the most desirable qualities of citizens and of masculinity.*

To state that policing capital-labor disputes was not the central aim or
function of the National Guards is not, however, to deny the powerful
connections between the role of state policing assigned to the Guards and
their development as an institution. The history of strike-related active
duty service on the part of the Illinois National Guard is a complex and
fragmented record. Guardsmen could be nonpartisan or even prolabor in
attitude and still ultimately contribute to the success of management in
its contest with strikers.* This inescapable irony frames the history of
strike interventions in Illinois from the standpoint of the Illinois National
Guard from 1879 onward. It shaped aspects of the ING’s identity in
numerous and contradictory ways. It contributed to the cycle of growth in
the ING over time. It led the ING to formulate specific tactics for deal-
ing with strike interventions and for negotiating their relationships with
local governing authorities during such service. After twenty years of
experience in strike interventions, the ING successfully redefined their
intrastate mission from policing “disorder” into policing “disaster,” prefer-
ably natural but possibly social. This redefinition released the ING from
responsibility for all but the most extreme cases of urban rioting and still
allowed the ING to argue they were fulfilling their domestic responsibili-
ties as outlined by the federal and state constitutions. This rhetorical and
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intellectual move allowed the ING to retain their claims to the intrastate
service that continued to provide them with at least some of their ration-
ale for their increasing requests for public funds. It also allowed them to
direct the bulk of their resources, time, and public relations efforts to
their self-identified primary mission to serve as a reserve army for the
nation.

When a county sheriff or city mayor appealed to the governor for
state troops, and only they had the authority to do so, to intervene in
their county (or city) to restore an order that they were unable to main-
tain, implicit in that request was a confession of their inability to han-
dle the strike situation themselves. In essence, it was an admission of
weakness and incompetence. That one party to the issues surrounding
the strike often considered this process to have been subverted by a dif-
ferent party illustrates the uncertain relationships between local and
state authority. The history of Illinois strike interventions is fraught with
tension between the local sheriffs and the ING commanders who arrived
in their jurisdictions to take over the responsibility for order mainte-
nance. The uneasy alliances and continual bickering about legitimate
and illegitimate need for state aid surrounding the policing of disputes
between capital and labor highlight far more issues of governing author-
ity and responsibility in the late nineteenth century than they do the
purpose of the ING. Illinois National Guard leaders could only hope and
strive to escape the political fallout as unscathed as possible. On those
occasions when Illinois governors did call the ING into state service,
they ordered the militia to the scene of the strike to restore a public
order that local authority was temporarily unable to sustain. Upon the
restoration of order and the remanding of any captured criminal ele-
ments into local police hands, state troops returned to their homes, and
the local authorities were expected to carry on themselves.

As their organization grew in size, active duty assignments, and fund-
ing, members of the ING also played an important role in the profession-
al development of the National Guard movement. The ING developed
summer camp programs, competitive exams for promotion, and prizes for
marksmanship during the late 1870s and the 1880s. The ING developed
specialized companies of artillery and cavalry as early as 1877 and con-
tinued to follow closely professional army innovations. The ING devel-
oped signal corps, bicycle corps, and medical corps in the 1890s and
even predated the US Army in the innovative use of camp cooks during
training rather than requiring each enlisted man to prepare his own
food. Illinois National Guard officers were also key players in national
organizations attempting to modify federal policy in the early 1880s and
especially at the turn of the century. The ING had a diverse member-
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ship, made up of socially prestigious units, companies with strong ethnic
associations, a steady procession of African American companies, and
companies based in cities like Chicago to villages like Lincoln or Mason
City. The ING was an organization rocked by the crises of its time, and
yet it survived to prosper and grow into the role of reserve army in train-
ing at a time when it was far from obvious that this was the natural direc-
tion for development of state militia forces. Although no study of one
state guard can claim to stand for all, a study of the ING that situates the
organization firmly in their local context addresses all the significant
issues surrounding the flourishing National Guard movement in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Cao

This book begins with a close look at the decade of the 1870s and the
revival of the volunteer militia in Illinois, a movement closely linked to
the centennial celebrations of 1876, examining the early development
of the Illinois National Guard as volunteers struggled to articulate their
purposes and roles. It was in the 1870s that Illinois volunteers began to
rely on language and images of manly men and responsible citizenship
to explain and define their organization. Chapter 2 documents and
explores the overwhelming importance of the social and public life of
ING members to their identity as manly, patriotic citizens and to the
survival of their organizations. The following chapter explores the way
ING leaders and members responded to the task of policing strike-
related violence between 1870 and 1890, tentatively embracing their
role as stalwart protectors of public order even as they learned about the
dangers of local political currents and racial violence. Chapter 4 focus-
es on the impact of the growing professionalization of ING training
practices, and the resulting switch to marksmanship rather than drill as
the preferred competitive sport, as the organization changed from focus-
ing primarily on serving their communities as models and creators of
manly citizenship to a much more individually focused form of self-
improvement and national duty. Chapter 5 discusses the way ING mem-
bers embraced service in the Spanish American War as both the test
and the validation of their claims to be both patriotic, manly citizens
and reliable soldiers. Chapter 6 returns to the subject of strike duty and
the reasons that the ING leadership eventually turned firmly away from
this sort of mission lest they be trapped forever by policing rather than
soldiering as their primary identity. The final chapter contains a discus-
sion of the political and financial position of the Guard, with particular
emphasis on their lobbying efforts at both the state and federal levels, as
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guardsmen grew ever more nationalized in focus and professional in
their approach to soldiering. The chapter also considers the potential
implications of the growing federalization and accompanying pull away
from the local communities on the Guards during the first decade-and-
a-half of the twentieth century.



Illinois Militia Revival
in the 1870s

Be true to yourselves, be true to your country, be true to your God,
be true to that old flag, and be true to the ladies of Springfield.!

—Governor John L. Beveridge

In 1875, Governor John L. Beveridge of Illinois challenged the mem-
bers of a Springfield militia company to be true to themselves, to their
country, to their God, to their flag, and to the ladies of Springfield.
Beveridge left it to the company members to decide how to demon-
strate that they were true men and true citizens, either to themselves or
to the ladies. The members of the company might have found this a
frustrating task because as the nineteenth century entered its final
quarter, ideals of manly behavior and attributes of citizenship were
changing rapidly. Literate Americans simultaneously held that
American manhood, by which they generally meant the manhood of
white, middle-class men, was increasingly under assault by their own
civilization, and at the same time they were certain that the increasing
power and importance of the United States was a direct result of the
manliness of American men. Historians, particularly historians of
women and of African Americans, have also made it abundantly clear
that for all their concerns about the energy-sapping effects of moderni-
ty, white middle- and upper-class American men remained fully in
charge of all they surveyed and brooked no challenges to their author-
ity or autonomy.? In the midst of living through this period ripe with
contradictions, paradox, and challenge, American men of all back-
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grounds struggled to find new ways to preserve, remake, and expand
the numbers of American men who could be rated as manly.’

The governor’s audience may have been spared some of the contem-
porary confusion over the content of manhood, however. Governor
Beveridge was addressing a specific group of men, those who had volun-
teered their time and effort to their local militia company. The members
of the Governor’s Guard had turned voluntarily to the old American tra-
dition of the militia in search of a way to express culturally approved
manliness and responsible citizenship. The men the governor was talk-
ing to did have a rough idea of what it meant to be true. They were being
true to their nation and their flag by volunteering to serve in their local
militia company and training themselves to support and defend the
nation at need. They showed the ladies of Springfield how true they
were by donning the uniform and embracing their role as handsome and
manly civic performers in parades and funerals and dances and drills.
They demonstrated to themselves that they were true by making a prom-
ise to serve nation and community by volunteering for military training
and responsibilities, and living out these promises in their militia
membership.*

In the early 1870s, membership in the Illinois state militia jumped
from just under 250 men in 1870 to over 1,500 members by 1874. The
new members, who ranged from Civil War veterans to young men just
coming of age and who included both white and African American men,
devoted their time and effort to the task of creating volunteer militia
companies throughout the state. In doing so, they embraced a tradition-
al way to put their manliness and their claims to citizenship on public
display. Individually, the volunteers had reasons that were as diverse as
the men themselves, ranging from an enthusiasm for military uniforms
and weapons to Civil War memorializing. Together they found a single
home in the Illinois militia, and once active companies demonstrated
the rewards of militia membership to local audiences, more and more
companies formed. The upcoming centennial celebrations also provided
a tantalizing opportunity for a public display of responsible manhood.
Men from all over Illinois seized the chance to be part of the celebra-
tions as uniformed members of their local company.®

Manhood on Parade

In the early 1870s, militia volunteers paraded regularly and often as they
worked to establish their claims to the history and social prestige of the
elite bands of citizen-soldiers of the antebellum era. They liked parades,
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and parading in general, because it was such an excellent way to estab-
lish their credentials as responsible and attractive men in the eyes of
their communities. As a result, volunteers pounced on those special
occasions that allowed members to dramatically link themselves to the
nation and its military history by participating in particularly important
civic events. For example, on October 15, 1874, five Illinois militia com-
panies marched in the procession leading U.S. President Ulysses S.
Grant to the unveiling of a statue of Abraham Lincoln in the Oak Ridge
Cemetery, Springfield, Illinois. By marching in this particular parade,
company members visibly tied themselves to two U.S. presidents and to
the Union general who won the war. The University Cadets, the militia
company from the Industrial University at Champaign; the Sterling City
Guards; the Governor’s Guard, the veteran Sherman Guards; and the
Springfield Zouaves were hardly alone in the parade. They joined sever-
al other military-style fraternal organizations in the two-mile-long pro-
cession, among them the national Union veteran officers’ organization,
the Army of the Tennessee; the Springfield Fire Department; the
German Catholic Church Society; a number of bands; and many, many
carriages of national, state, and city notables, all seeking to benefit by
association with national heroes.”

The day of the parade began with rain, almost as though “nature was
weeping over the memories of the past,” but by midmorning the weath-
er had cleared, and the members of the procession began gathering in the
middle of the city.® Residents of Springfield had decorated almost every
square inch of public space with flags, banners, flowers, and evergreens,
and as the participants gathered, cannons set up at the cemetery began
to fire at regular intervals. The procession finally headed out just after
noon and wove its way through the city, up and down all the principal
business streets and with a special leg that brought all past the Lincoln
home, before ending up at the cemetery just outside of town. The march
took about thirty minutes, but it was an hour before the entire procession
was finally through the decorated gates of the cemetery. Crowds lined the
parade route and filled the cemetery; by some estimates, as many as
40,000 people came to Springfield to participate in the ceremonies or
watch them. So many people were pushing into the cemetery to gain a
good view of the statue and the ceremonies to come that many militia
members had been detailed directly to the cemetery and crowd control.
The cannon continued firing even as the many bands that were part of
the parade played marching music. The sounds ceased only once the last
of the parade had entered the cemetery, when the cannon and the bands
fell quiet, in a silence all the more imposing for the noise that preceded
it. Each division of the march separated into the areas near the statue
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that had been set aside for them, and the speeches, anthems, and ser-
mons began. Bishop Waymen, of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, opened the ceremonies with a prayer, and they concluded with
a song.’

The militia members who marched in the Springfield parade and par-
ticipated in the ceremonies were able to draw on a long tradition to
secure the most important spots, those closest to the dignitaries, in the
parade honoring Grant and Lincoln."” In the early nineteenth century,
militia companies had begun appearing in public parades celebrating the
United States, its holidays, and its heroes."" By marching in these
parades, militia members helped to define a form of American patriotic
manliness marked by uniforms, weapons, and martial music. Members
used the orderliness of their processions to set themselves off clearly from
the much rowdier crowds of banner-waving craftsmen or firemen also
commonly found in antebellum parades. In particular, militia members
used military funeral parades—both real and symbolic, both types fully
under their control and authority—to cement their position as chief
arbiters of the most solemn and impressive forms of patriotic behavior.
Antebellum militia members successfully claimed a special and unique
patriotic authority through the “precision of the march to the cemetery”
while wearing fancy dress uniforms and accompanied by bands, gongs,
and rifle salutes at graveside.” Militia members in 1874 were able to
draw on both traditions in their quest to establish their new companies
in the hearts and minds of their communities.

By 1874 these prewar conventions were so well understood that
reporters in Springfield reviewed the procession to the monument dedi-
cation against this standard. They knew that what they saw was a civic
pageant with widely understood meaning and roles. Reporters noted that
the residents of the city had dressed the set with care, draping their city
in bunting and flags and constructing six triumphal arches around the
center of the city. Each of the five divisions marching in the parade pro-
vided the music of at least one band—marching, brass, or drum corps.”
The local reporters particularly enjoyed the band that accompanied the
African American Springfield Zouaves. The local audiences also judged
the militias’ efforts, seeking signs of seriousness and military bearing and
style in both costumes and well-drilled marching. Local reporters reflect-
ed these conventions when they admired the nearly 300-strong
University Cadets and “their neat, unpretending uniform.” Reporters
also noted that the Sherman Guards were “one of the great features of
the processions . . . made up exclusively of veteran soldiers, commanded
by old officers, [they] wore the uniform of 1861-5, and the manual of

arms and drill in use during the war.”"*
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The parade marked the first public appearance of the Governor’s
Guard, re-formed out of another defunct Springfield company only a
month previously. The new Governor’s Guard won the honor of directly
escorting (preceding) President Grant, Vice President Wilson, Secretary
of War Belknap, and other VIPs to the ceremony. One local reporter
wrote, “Not withstanding its youthfulness, [the Governor’s Guard] made
a creditable and dashing appearance, with its seventy-six men in impos-
ing uniforms, and gaily caparisoned staff and drum corps.”” Altogether,
the reporter from the Daily State Journal concluded, “The procession
made a most imposing appearance. The military with their fine uniforms
. . . together with the other societies, went to make up a picture worthy
of the pencil of an artist.”'®

The reporters of 1874 were alert to the diversity of men—Irish,
German, native-born, Civil War veterans, college students, and African
Americans—who were members of the militia companies and military-
style clubs in 1874, and they made much of the variety of ethnicities and
ages. In many antebellum cities, socially prestigious militia organizations
had sought to define patriotism beyond the reach of the masses when
they paraded in expensive uniforms with expensive guns. In Springfield
in 1874, the much wider range of men who marched used this same form
to illustrate their own claims to patriotic leadership and meaningful cit-
izenship. These men embraced this older strategy for claiming their space
in the public pageant with uniforms, guns, and orderly performances
because in the postwar years this option appeared readily available to any
male group that could organize itself into a military-style company and
join in the march. In 1874, university students seeking a connection
with the all-important manhood experience of soldiering, reenacting
veterans recalling their own wartime experiences, and African American
men reinforcing the link between their service in the Union Army and
their citizenship, all used the authority of brand-new, state-associated
militia companies to publicly claim their identities as men and as
citizens."

Militiamen Become Gentlemen

Militia members used their membership in a militia company to link
their existing patriotic authority to a new social and cultural authority.
For example, in March 1875, as a fund-raising and publicity-raising
event, the Governor’s Guard of Springfield staged the play Color Guard
in the Springfield Opera House. According to the advertisement that ran
in the papers, the play abounded in “thrilling situations, beautiful
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Tableaux, Striking Military Scenes, Drills, Marches, Exciting Battles,
&c., and is the most perfect and life-like representation of army life dur-
ing the great rebellion, ever written.” The advertisement went on to
boast that the play would be performed by “the best amateur cast ever
put on the stage in the city of Springfield.””

A traveling theatrical manager, W. H. Gunn, and the “Dutch
Comedian,” Charles Collins, assisted the Governor’s Guard with the
production, and at several points in the play directed the entire compa-
ny, some seventy members strong, to take the stage to perform drill rev-
olutions. The play opened to encouraging reviews and, according to the
papers, improved with each performance. The high point of the run was
on the fourth night, when the female lead, Miss Emma Hickox, repre-
senting the “Ladies of the city,” presented a U.S. flag to the company
before the curtain rose, and Governor Beveridge, in attendance to
accept the gift, offered thanks on behalf of “his” company.

In speaking on behalf of the community, Emma Hickox was a new fig-
ure on the American scene and a far cry from her antebellum sisters, who
had appeared in public only as mute figures, dressed as Lady Liberty but
rarely granted significant speech."” Hickox spoke not as a vague feminine
symbol, but rather as the representative of the very specific women of
Springfield. Hickox also claimed patriotic authority for herself, when she
declared: “In the confident assurance that I entrust [this flag] to the
keeping of brave men and true; that, should the ‘long roll’ ever hurry you
from peaceful pursuits to form in earnest in the serried ranks of war, your
record as soldiers will be as honorable as it now is as business men and
citizens.”® Having taken for herself the power to recognize respectable
and honorable men and citizens, and to honor them with the gift of the
flag, Hickox assured her listeners that she had made the right choice of
recipients, and the flag itself was proof of her words. “In this unshaken
faith and trust, in behalf of the ladies of the city of Springfield, as a tes-
timonial of their respect for you as gentlemen, and their appreciation of
your admirable proficiency and soldierly bearing as a military organiza-
tion, I now have the honor and pleasure to present to you this flag.”
With the flag, Hickox recognized and rewarded the admirable qualities
and the gentlemanly status of the members of the Governor’s Guard.

In his reply to Hickox, Governor Beveridge concluded his long and
gracious thanks on behalf of “his” company with a warning about the seri-
ousness of their endeavor, and an injunction to do their best with it.
Drawing on his own identity as a Civil War veteran, Beveridge contrast-
ed civilian training with the harsh realities of wartime service, “[w]hether
in civil or military life; whether parading in your armory or in camp;
whether marching in the streets of your city or upon the field of strife;
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whether you are decked in your bright uniforms or are clothed in the
nation’s blue, all dirty, worn, tattered and torn; whether your bright mus-
kets are resting in their racks, or, powder-burnt, are under your head for a
pillow, as you lie down to dreams upon the battle-field, waiting for the
coming of the bloody morrow.” Despite the contrast between war and
civilian life, Beveridge, like Hickox, assured his listeners that he fully
expected them to shine under any circumstances, as long as they remem-
bered to “be true to yourselves, be true to your country, be true to your
God, be true to that old flag, and be true to the ladies of Springfield.”*

Governor Beveridge and Miss Hickox together reiterated the antebel-
lum linkage between gentle birth and certain types of public volunteer
soldiering, but they reinterpreted it for the conditions of the 1870s.
Rather than gentlemen claiming exclusive patriotic authority, as in ante-
bellum communities, here in the Springfield of 1875, Governor
Beveridge and Miss Hickox implied that patriotic military exhibition
itself could establish an acceptable claim to the status of gentleman.
They clearly believed that the volunteer soldier was by definition an
admirable man, worthy of respect and deference.” Miss Hickox, repre-
sentative of the ladies of Springfield, played a traditional role in placing
a symbol of the nation (the flag) in the care of recognized defenders of
the home and hearth. She also took it upon herself to grant all members
of the troop clear manhood status and social rank as gentlemen.*

More interesting, Miss Hickox and Governor Beveridge also stressed
the interchangeable qualities needed to perform well the roles of both
soldier and citizen. Miss Hickox assured the militia members of her belief
that their “record as soldiers will be as honorable as it now is as business
men and citizens.” She, and the ladies of Springfield, gave the flag as a
testimony of “respect for you as gentlemen, and their appreciation of your
admirable proficiency and soldierly bearing as a military organization.”
The governor urged his listeners to bring the same convictions to their
soldierly activities that they would “in every circumstance in life,” that
they be true to their belief in themselves, their community, their faith,
the nation, and “the ladies of Springfield.” Miss Hickox and Governor
Beveridge saw no contradiction or potential conflict in the roles of citi-
zen and soldier. In their construction of the identity of the militiaman,
they believed that citizen and soldier could coexist in harmony, each
relying on the same attitudes and behaviors of self-discipline, honor, and
personal integrity.”

The governor also used his status as an acclaimed veteran of the Civil
War (he had commanded a cavalry unit at Gettysburg before being pro-
moted to the rank of general) to speak to the younger men about the
mysteries of warfare they had not as yet experienced for themselves. Even
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here, though, and following in the footsteps of fellow Illinoisan John
Logan, the governor implied that those same values of civilian life would
serve well on the battlefield.” The governor, the militiamen, the ladies
of Springfield, and the theater crowd all drew on memories of war-torn
Civil War battlegrounds as they listened to the governor’s description of
the dreams of the “coming of the bloody morrow.” In this context, the
audience and the militiamen appear to anticipate that the citizen will
become the soldier in a distant geographic space, where the values of
honor and personal integrity that serve him at home will also see him
through the turmoil of war. The speeches, and the play itself—a Civil
War drama—all served to present the community with a unified figure
of the citizen soldier, honorable man at home, honorable warrior on the
field. Illinois men, it turns out, could meet the governor’s challenge to
be true by donning the uniform and preparing, however awkwardly or
theatrically, to be soldiers should the nation ever need to call on them.

New Companies Build on Antebellum Militia Traditions

The burst of growth in the Illinois Militia between 1870 and 1876 was
dramatic and had far-reaching consequences for the Illinois militia and
for the broader militia resurgence nationwide. At first, Illinois militia
volunteers relied on antebellum models and practices as they rebuilt old
companies or created entirely new ones. Gradually, the new militiamen
discarded many of the older practices in favor of developing new forms
that better suited their needs and concerns. They lived in a rapidly
maturing urban and industrial society that demanded ever more sophis-
ticated and professional structures for managing ever-larger enterprises,
and they needed an organization that suited their times.

In 1870, five volunteer militia companies existed in Illinois.”” These
scattered companies represented tremendous effort and devotion on the
part of their members. As companies were completely voluntary, first a
man and his friends had to decide they wanted to try to form a compa-
ny; then they had to canvass their community for the thirty or so mem-
bers necessary for a minimum-strength organization.” Once gathered
together, the new members chose a company name, elected their offi-
cers, located an armory, and then, if still together and if so desired by the
majority, authorized their officers to apply to the state for membership in
the organized militia. (Not all such companies, before or after the Civil
War, desired or sought a spot in the organized militia.) “Membership”
was, at best, a tenuous connection to the state in 1870. Under the
[llinois state law of 1845, a company was recognized when the governor
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issued commissions to the officers. Noncommissioned officers and pri-
vates took no oath of office, there was no official mustering in of new
companies, and only the members’ own inclinations kept them active
from one month to the next. As late as the early 1870s, the governor’s
recognition of a company could provide very little beyond the occasion-
al loan of ordnance in the form of outdated weaponry. As a result of these
conditions, the connections between state governments and military
companies were so vague that in 1870, Illinois officials reported to the
federal government that they currently recognized no active militia
organizations, even though according to the state roster of 1874 there
were at least five volunteer companies (then or later) affiliated with the
state active at that time.”

As the 1870s progressed, an increasing number of determined citizen-
soldiers braved the difficulties attendant on starting a local militia organ-
ization and maintaining state recognition. For example, in 1872, The
Grand Army Zouaves, the Mulligan Zouaves, the Sheridan Guards, the
Rantoul Guards, the First Battalion of Whiteside County Militia (made
up of the Sterling City Guards and the Rock Falls Zouaves), the McLean
County Guards (colored), and the reorganized Ellsworth Zouaves all
joined the state militia.*® These new companies represented 400 men,
with an average company strength of fifty-three members. In 1875, the
Chicago papers recognized the Clan-na-Gael Guards, the Alpine
Hunters, the Irish Rifles, the Montgomery Light Guards, the Mulligan
Zouaves, and the Hannibal Zouaves, along with six new companies in
the Chicago First Regiment, for a total of twelve militia companies in
Chicago alone.”!

The popularity of Zouave companies highlights the persistence of
antebellum practices common to many companies formed in the early
1870s. In 1859, Elmer Ellsworth of Chicago initiated the pre-Civil War
Zouave craze with his company, the United States Zouave Cadets. He
trained the Zouave Cadets in the gymnastic drill of the French-African
Zouave regiments, which he had picked up from a veteran of those corps
a few years earlier. Essentially, under Ellsworth’s direction a Zouave unit
was a drill team with an emphasis on athleticism and group precision in
both marching and marksmanship. The flashy and distinctive Zouave
uniform consisted of a red cap, short jacket, sash, and baggy trousers.
Ellsworth drilled his company so well and was so encouraged by the result
that in 1860 he took it on a successful twenty-city tour, and Zouave com-
panies sprang up all over the country in his wake. There were many
Zouave regiments during the early years of the Civil War, in both armies,
but they never made headway with the professional officer corps and
quickly disappeared.” In Illinois, however, the Zouave model retained its
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fascination and romance for militia volunteers even after the war.”® The
Springfield Zouaves, the African American company based in
Springfield, marched in the parade honoring Presidents Grant and
Lincoln in 1874. Highlighting the vagueness of “official” status until a
new militia law came into effect in 1877, the Springfield papers accord-
ed the Springfield Zouaves the same recognition as the other militia
companies present that did have state-commissioned officers, even
though the adjutant general listed the company as “disbanded” in 1872.*
In Chicago as late as 1875, there were still at least two companies of
Zouaves. The Zouave model remained popular long after other forms
more closely tied to the U.S. Army became the norm among volunteer
militia companies.”

Upcoming Centennial Pushes Company Formation, 1874-76

Thirty-five new companies entered into state service between October
1874 and December 1, 1875.°* Momentum continued to steamroll
through the first half of 1876, and thirty-eight more new companies
were accepted into the Illinois militia and their officers commissioned
between January and July.”” The sheer size of the increase in member-
ship, from under 900 members to more than 5,000, is remarkable, as was
its wide geographical distribution throughout the state.” (See appendix
J.) Despite the presence of new companies in thirty small towns around
the state, the urban character of most guardsmen is also apparent. In
1876, twenty-one militia companies located in Chicago officially
belonged to the Illinois State Guard, and several smaller cities, includ-
ing Sycamore, Peoria, Pontiac, and Quincy boasted at least two active
companies.”

The catalyst for this statewide burst of company formation was the
upcoming centennial celebration.® Certainly the brand-new First
Regiment of Chicago had high hopes for their participation in the July
1876 celebrations. “The drill of some of the companies, owing to careful
handling, is really excellent, while in others it is not so good, but it is
believed that the entire regiment can be so drilled between this and July,
1876, as to allow them to enter into a contest with the eastern regiments
for supremacy.” The best contests were far away, and therefore a “move-
ment is . . . on boat, looking to the sending of the Ist regiment to
Philadelphia, during the centennial next year. The state officials and
centennial commissions have pledged to work for this end, and it is
believed that some aid can be secured from the state to assist the move-
ment.” The reporter added, “[i]t is known that nearly all the states of the
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union will be represented by companies or regiments at Philadelphia, and
the city of San Francisco has subscribed toward sending forward a regi-
ment. It is estimated that 30,000 or 40,000 militia will be assembled in
Philadelphia for a couple weeks during next year, and grounds for the
purpose have been set apart.” To this reporter, the absence of the
Chicago Regiment from these patriotic celebrations and competitions
seemed a sad prospect indeed.

The leadership of the Illinois State Guard appeared to agree. In his
third General Order of 1875, Brigadier General Ducat established a com-
mittee of senior officers to report any plans to participate in the National
Jubilee in Philadelphia. Garrison equipment was to be furnished by the
centennial commission for all military organizations visiting
Philadelphia on or before July 4, 1876; but the various committees
involved needed to be notified well in advance.*

No companies from Illinois actually made it to Philadelphia, but the
Fourth of July, 1876, was the focus of their attentions nonetheless. The
First Regiment, Illinois State Guard, was invited to Madison, Wisconsin,
along with many other companies and regiments from the surrounding
area. There they paraded through the city in the morning, and in the
afternoon they performed on the drill ground, and companies competed
for the drill “Championship of the Northwest” and money prizes. The
Second Regiment, Illinois State Guard, which was identified as Irish and
wore the uniform of the famous New York 69th (also Irish, and with great
Civil War renown), had Chicago to themselves and provided a day-long
schedule of activities in honor of the centennial. In the morning, they
paraded in Chicago to the enthusiastic cheers of their many supporters,
and in the afternoon and evening they performed drill revolutions at the
Exposition building. The evening show was apparently the highlight of
the day for this regiment.”

The celebrations of the centennial marked the peak of the 187476
growth of the Illinois State Guard. In his autumn 1876 inspection report
on the First Regiment, H. B. Maxwell wrote, “[i]t appears to me, there is
not as much interest taken in the organization as there was a year ago.
The excitement about the presidential election may be the chief cause;
many of the members holding position of officers in the torch light
marching societies necessitates their giving much time to the latter at the
sacrifice of the regiment.”* The decline of interest in the new regiment,
and the Illinois State Guard in general, after the centennial celebrations
and in deference to the upcoming election is another measure of how
strongly militia members felt the patriotic motivation for involvement in
the local centennial celebrations in 1875 and 1876.

[t is important to note that Maxwell did not link the new companies
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of 1875-76 to any particular political party, nor did he link the members
to one or the other of the dominant parties in Illinois. The political con-
nections of individual members or specific companies did not give the
statewide militia a particular political identity. Chicago itself could hold
the First Regiment, which self-consciously strove for social prestige; the
Irish and working-class Second Regiment; and the Socialist-identified
Bohemian Rifles.” Nonetheless, the general importance of membership
in a militia company to political identity is highlighted by Maxwell’s
comment that many members were also leaders in active political organ-
izations. The similarities between the methods of patriotic display adopt-
ed by militia members as they celebrated the centennial and the meth-
ods of late nineteenth-century political parties to garner and hold sup-
port also serve to illustrate a link between militia membership and the
role of citizen.* Just as men demonstrated their political identification
through party activities, they could demonstrate their patriotic and
national identity through membership in a local militia company and
participation in their public events.

The Creation of the First Chicago, and a New Model for
[llinois Militias

In 1874 Adjutant General Higgins wrote, “the approach of our centen-
nial anniversary is increasing the military spirit of our State. During the
coming year a large number of militia companies will be organized, pro-
vided liberal provisions are made by the General Assembly . . . At the
present time there is being organized in Chicago a regiment composed
of the elite of the city, which, from indications, will become a permanent

™1 The story of this regiment’s formation provides a glimpse

organization.
of the individual and community effort and dedication needed to get a
militia organization up and running in the early 1870s. These men’s
interest in militias was a response to a felt need for a new organization
that would tie men to their community and their nation through the
model of military service.®

The first organizational meeting for the proposed troop was held
toward the end of August 1874. “We, the undersigned, desire to form a
military organization to consist of at least 100 and not more than 1,000
persons, subject to such regulations as may hereafter be determined upon
by a vote of the whole.” Organizers rapidly decided that there were
enough interested recruits to justify organizing an entire regiment of
eight to ten companies, rather than one or two companies, or even the
four to six companies that would form a battalion. A prominent Chicago
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businessman and political figure, Guerdon S. Hubbard, Jr., made the lofts
of his building on State Street available to the new regiment, free of
charge.”® On September 8, the first three companies of the new “First
Regiment Illinois State Guard” were enrolled. Unlike any other compa-
nies then in the state militia, these three companies were assigned only
letter designations A, B, and C, indicating the seriousness of their inten-
tions to be a modern military organization. These companies continued
the tradition of electing their officers, however, and the seniority of the
three captains was determined by lot.”! These first officers were commis-
sioned by the state that same day.” When a fourth company, D, was
enrolled, a “General” Frank T. Sherman was elected major by the entire
battalion.”

According to Holdridge O. Collins, one of the founding members of
this new regiment, Governor John L. Beveridge and various leading local
citizens pledged to support the new regiment almost from its inception.
There was some criticism in Chicago about this new regiment at the
time, however, and the governor himself claimed to have looked on the
early efforts of the regiment’s founders with “indifference, not to say dis-
favor. But when he saw the young men who joined the organization per-
severed so untiringly, and seemed bound to make it a success, he felt his
heart going out toward them and he resolved to exert his influence as an
executive officer, and do his best for them.”**

When news of potential public support and government supplies got
around, several existing Chicago-based companies applied for member-
ship in the new regiment. However, “[a]s their tenders of service were
accompanied . . . with the demands that they be accepted with their indi-
vidual uniform, and take rank in the Regiment according to the date of
their Captain’s’ commissions, etc., etc., it was not thought expedient to
receive any old commissioned company.”’ Class and ethnic differences
also had something to do with the reluctance of the founders of the new
regiment to accept existing companies, several of which had strong Irish
ethnic and working-class connections. The new regiment hoped to
appeal to the city’s elite for support, and judging by the following 1875
reports, they succeeded. A Harper’s Weekly correspondent wrote, “[the
Regiment] is to-day as great a favorite in Chicago as the ‘Seventh’ is in
New York, for like the last-named Regiment, it is composed of men of
high standing, whose great aim is to excel.”®
Times noted that the “only thing to be regretted concerning the display
[a parade] was, that it occurred at a season of the year [July] when a large
number of the members of the regiment are absent from the city, on their
summer vacation, causing the number participating in the parade to be

A reporter from The Chicago

much smaller than it otherwise would.” The reporter claimed that
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almost 200 members (out of some 500) were absent that day. A rough
count of membership lists suggests that almost 60 percent of this regi-
ment were cletks and bookkeepers who, according to the Chicago
Tribune, could not afford their own uniforms. An alternative explana-
tion was that these members were at work, and unable or unwilling to
take a day’s vacation for the parade.™

With the October 1874 addition of eighty-four new members in two
companies, E and F, the regiment began to drill, and the members decid-
ed that the issue of uniforms was crucial. As the regimental leaders did
not intend for its members to outfit themselves, they relied on “assur-
ances” that sufficient funds could be raised from Chicago residents
through a subscription drive and the support of the Chicago Tribune. The
Chicago Citizens’ Association, an organization of business and commu-
nity leaders devoted to civic improvements and good government, was
called on to review the regiment and give its recommendation for sup-
port, which it did.”

The Citizens’ Association judged the regiment against standards that
reflect the contemporary understanding about the nature and function
of militia companies. First, the members of the Citizens’ Association
were interested in the physical size and vitality of militia members.
“From our observation and inspection, and from what we can gather in
reply to our inquires, we do not hesitate to report that the materiel com-
posing the First Regiment Illinois State Guard, is excellent, both physi-
cally and morally, in the military acceptation of that word.”® This inter-
est in size and appearance turns up again and again in commentaries on
militia companies and reflects a broader concern with the physical con-
dition of American men.* Along with judging the men, or “materiel,” of
the regiment against current measures of physical fitness, the committee
members also looked for attitude and enthusiasm. They reported “that
there is an evidence of quiet, determined ambition to excel as citizen sol-
diers, of willingness to undergo the ordeal of drill and discipline, that
cannot fail, if proper encouragement be given them, to make them into
a good and serviceable Regiment, worthy of the sympathy and support of
our citizens, and we cordially recommend them to your favorable consid-
eration and that of the Community at large.”?

Judging by the language they used in their report, the committee
members seem to have been looking for taller and broader men who
would avoid the classic temptations of the soldier, including alcohol and
rowdiness, and who showed a willingness to accept military discipline as
a personal challenge. That these were the committee members’ preferred
qualities suggests that for them, the first role of a militia organization was
to be a successful performance and social group in the context of the
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local community. The members needed to be attractive, and to be
responsible about learning and playing their assigned roles.

With the recommendation of the Citizens’ Association in hand, the
captains of the six companies formed a committee to organize the can-
vassing of the city—"“visiting all the more prominent citizens.” By late
December 1874, the Chicago Tribune reported that there were already six
organized companies of 84 men each. In an editorial supporting the new
organization and seeking public donations to assist them, the paper
claimed that the “personnel of the regiment is excellent . . . all young
men from 20 to 30 years of age, of respectable parentage, education, and
of personal good habits and character.” The editorial continued, “[t]o
organize a regiment of soldiers is attended with considerable expense,
and more so than these young men can reasonably be expected to bear.
... It costs, on average, to uniform these men $50 each. The young men
give their time and services without pay, but the tax for uniform is more
than all can stand . . . there would be no lack of men to fill all the ten
companies—each 100 strong—were it not that the purchase of a uniform
is beyond the reach of those who will join it.”® The Chicago Tribune edi-
torial appealed to “those of our citizens who can afford to do so to con-
tribute of their means; let each furnish a uniform for one, two, three or
ten men, and thus get the six companies already organized into uniform.”
The editorial writer insisted that this “is not an appeal to public charity;
it is an appeal to the self-interest of property-owners as well as to public
spirit and pride . . . Can property-holders afford to refuse the necessary
assistance and encouragement which this military organization
requires?”* These efforts were so successful that “[a] sufficient fund was
raised by the personal solicitation of members of the Regiment to war-
rant the renting of a permanent Armory and to purchase the uniform.”
Chicago residents eventually pledged $13,468.50 toward the equipment
fund, and members of the Regiment contributed $2,349 to their own
maintenance.®

At this point, it would seem that the organization was off to an excel-
lent start. However, following in the long American militia tradition of
electing officers from the ranks, the rules members of the First Regiment
adopted in September of 1874 mandated that elections for all officers
were to take place annually. Accordingly, the members held new elec-
tions on December 2, and eight of twenty offices changed hands.
Stability of command would not mark the early years of this regiment at
any level. A variety of reasons for the revolving nature of commissions is
suggested in Collins’s book, but the time conflict between the demands
of career and regiment was most often put forward as the reason for
resigning.
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At the December 1874 meeting, the regiment also voted to break its
own resolution and admitted the Ellsworth Zouaves to membership. The
Ellsworth Zouaves in turn agreed to become Company G and don the
gray uniform selected by the regiment. There are some indications that
this company was composed of better-off men, which may have made
them more acceptable to the First Regiment than were other, preexist-
ing militia companies in Chicago and, of course, that more than rank
was at stake in the initial decision to reject other extant Chicago com-
panies.” In March 1875 an eighth company, H, joined, and the regiment
had the minimum companies to elect a colonel. The last two companies,
[ and K, joined later in the year.”

The regiment first appeared on the Chicago streets in May of 1875,
escorting the Grand Army of the Republic to its annual meeting. Their
first formal parade was July 28, 1875, when Governor Beveridge;
Lieutenant General Philip H. Sheridan, United States Army; and
Brigadier General Arthur C. Ducat, Illinois State Guard, reviewed the
troops. The parade excited so much local attention that it was written
up in Harper’s Weekly of August 21, 1875. “At its first parade, [the First
Regiment, Illinois State Guard] was enthusiastically received by the cit-
izens and distinguished visitors from abroad, and from Gen. Sheridan
and other military men received high commendation.”® The next day’s
headline in The Chicago Times read, “PLAYING SOLDIER. The Gallant
First Marched to the Field for the First Time Yesterday. By the Aid of the
Railroads the Warriors Reached It Very Comfortably.”” The headline is
a little mocking, but the general tenor of the article is more positive.

In his speech after reviewing the Regiment on July 28, Governor
Beveridge spoke openly about his initial apprehensions about the forma-
tion of this Regiment. However, he pronounced them quite over, owing
to the dedication and superior performance displayed during the inspec-
tion and revolutions. The governor then went on to compliment the
“boys of the regiment on their splendid physique, their tasty uniform, the
perfect order and neatness of each individual member, their efficiency in
the school of the soldier, and the care and correctness with which they
performed the most difficult evolutions in the battalion drill, and the
success of the organization generally.”™ The governor’s (or the reporter’s)
ordering of the fine qualities of the regiment begins by praising the indi-
vidual members, laying stress on their physical vigor and attractiveness,
their good taste in uniforms, and their discipline as soldiers. The gover-
nor praised the contribution of each to the performance of the whole
only after noting the vitality and personal appearance of each member.

This ranking offers another reading on the popular conception of the
personal rewards and benefits for a man, young or old, contemplating
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joining a militia organization. First, the body is improved. The reporter
began by recognizing each individual for seizing the opportunity to attain
a “splendid physique,” which in the image of the day meant visibly mus-
cular. This emphasis on physical vitality and strength was emerging as
one of the most important aspects of what it meant to be a man in these
years. During these decades of intense industrialization and urbanization,
commentators and the public alike became consumed by worries that
American men were losing their manhood. In response to that worry, in
fits and starts, more and more men turned to shaping their outer bodies
as a reflection of the man within. The militia proved to be one more
place where men could acquire and display these outward signs of
strength and vitality that were increasingly being connected to a healthy
and strong manhood. The Chicago Times reporter (and the governor)
next noted the neatness of the presentation and the “tasty uniforms,”
again an issue that was frequently addressed in advice books of the age
when advice givers sought ways to encourage men, young and old, to
present themselves as men before a skeptical world.” The militia, to
these observers, was an excellent vehicle for demonstrating these visual-
ly desirable characteristics of manhood.

The physical skills of the soldiers, especially with regard to marching in
complicated patterns and as part of a unified whole, attracted the reporter’s
praise. In this regard, the militia performance bears a close resemblance to
the rise of team sports, both professional sports and the vast numbers of
amateur leagues, in these years. In the case of the militia, alone or in com-
petition against other companies, the whole “team” also served the com-
munity as a model for vigorous, manly comportment and loyal patriotic
duty. All aspects of the military performance were graded and judged by an
audience well aware of the categories and the standards for achievement.
The linkage of manly vigor and patriotic authority certainly had its roots
in the antebellum model, but it was in many ways ideal for the new con-
cerns of a new era, including fears of failing physical vitality in an urban
and sedentary environment, the lost sense of possibility for individual
independence for every man, and at the same time the fears of social anar-
chy set loose by the anonymity of the city.”

Class, Ethnic, and Racial Diversity

Not every new organization had it so comparatively easy. Prokop Hudek
was commissioned captain of the Bohemian Rifles, located in Chicago,
on August 9, 1875. The story of this company is quite different from that
of the First Regiment, which was comparatively wealthy and “appealed
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to prestige-seeking property-holders.”” The adjutant general issued the
company eighty Enfield rifles for drill purposes, but their available drill
space was so small that they had been forced to break up into two
detachments, headquartered in different buildings, for weekly drilling
purposes. Company members had put great effort into these spaces, how-
ever, and built locked gun racks to hold state property. As the company
was already fifty dollars in debt for the purchase of fatigue uniforms for
the men (the cheapest blouse and cap combination) and rent for the
armory spaces, these racks represented a considerable investment of time
and care. In 1876, ING inspection officer Maxwell noted, “A monthly
assessment of 25 cents is levied on each member of the company for the
purpose of paying rent of armories, &c., but the assessment is too small
for the purpose . . . The members are poor, and cannot stand a larger
assessment than 25 cents per month. I am informed it is very difficult for
many of the members to pay even this sum.””

At the time of the first general inspection of the Illinois militia in the
fall of 1876, Captain Hudek informed the inspecting officer that the
company had only lately re-formed. Presumably, the company collapsed
between August 1875 and June 1876 owing to the difficulties attendant
on maintaining an organization under such trying circumstances. The
inspector was nevertheless pleased by the “good sized” men and their sol-
dierly bearing, and wrote of the officers, “I was much pleased with [their]
appearance . . . They are justly entitled to great credit for accomplishing
so much in so short a time and without aid or assistance from any quar-
ter.” Without much else to praise in this impecunious company, Maxwell
placed his emphasis on the size, appearance, and attentiveness of the
men as qualities valued by the militia. Inspector Maxwell concluded his
report on the company on an upbeat note. “I would respectfully state
that I was agreeably disappointed at the condition in which I found [the
company], and I would earnestly recommend that the organization be
fostered and encouraged in every possible way.” Maxwell went on to
offer that, if “new uniforms could be provided for its members and small
sum of money raised from some source to pay the rent of a proper armory,
[ am assured that the company could be quickly recruited to its maxi-
mum strength, and I believe that in a short time it would compare favor-
ably in drill and discipline with any other in the city.”” For Maxwell, at
least, neither the poverty nor the ethnicity of this company stood
between them and admirable service.

In the early 1870s, along with native-born men and recent immi-
grants, African American men created state militia companies. In histo-
ries of these companies, later members of [llinois African American reg-
iments explained that African Americans created companies in the
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1870s because a militia company was a tangible demonstration of inde-
pendence and self-reliance.” As Eric Foner has argued, one freedom
African Americans sought after the Civil War was the freedom to do the
same kinds of things white people could.” And one thing white Illinois
men were doing in the early 1870s was raising and sustaining militia
companies.” By doing the same thing, African Americans demonstrated
their belief that equality of military service could carry with it equal cit-
izenship. With equal citizenship would come many rights, among them
equal access to the public space. In public spaces, namely city streets,
African American militiamen could perform in one common act of
responsible citizenship and disciplined manhood—the formal military
parade. African Americans actively serving in militia companies also
provided a forceful reminder to Illinois residents, both black and white,
of the importance of the role that African American troops played in the
Civil War. Not only did African American troops tip the balance toward
victory for the Union Army, but as Frederick Douglass put it, “Once let
the black man get upon his person the brass letters, U.S.; let him get an
eagle on his button, and a musket on his shoulder and bullets in his pock-
et, and there is no power on earth that can deny he has earned the right
of citizenship.”” Even if many whites remained skeptical of this argu-
ment, many African Americans put their faith in it. The connection that
Douglass drew between the uniform, weapons, and citizenship highlights
the importance of a recognized militia company for African American
men in the 1870s.

The idea of citizenship itself was under great stress in the late nine-
teenth century. The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments shattered
the previous linkage of whiteness and citizenship. The continuing pres-
sure of the women’s movement challenged the necessary maleness of cit-
izenship. Militia volunteers across Illinois saw their organizations as inti-
mately involved with the issue of redefining citizenship in this new era,
repeatedly stressing the ability of the militia to recognize, foster, and
even create model citizens and manly men. Like Governor Beveridge,
they believed that the role of the citizen-soldier in civic pageantry, espe-
cially parades, and the responsibilities of the citizen-soldier for national
defense and maintaining order placed the militia squarely in the midst of
the general debates about who was a citizen, what responsible citizenship
was, and how a citizen might be made. By parading publicly as members
of the state militia, African Americans secured their own place in the
larger public dialogue about who was a representative, responsible
citizen.

In 1870 and 1871, African Americans formed the Hannibal Guards
in Chicago, though like many local companies in these early years their
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formal tie to the state militia forces remains ambiguous.* In the state
capital, the adjutant general commissioned officers for the African
American Springfield Zouaves sometime between 1870 and 1872. This
company may have evolved from Company C, an African American
company recognized by Governor Palmer in July of 1869.% In 1872, the
McLean County Guards (colored), formed by residents surrounding
Bloomington, joined the state militia.¥ On October 15, 1874, the
Springfield Zouaves were among the five companies more or less asso-
ciated with the state that marched in the procession leading U.S.
President Ulysses S. Grant to the unveiling of the statue of Abraham
Lincoln in the Oak Ridge Cemetery, in Springfield. The Springfield
Zouaves were listed as disbanded by the state in 1872, but the company
must have re-formed sometime before this occasion, though without
seeking new commissions for its officers. Regardless, the Springfield
papers accorded it the same recognition as the other companies with
state-commissioned officers.*

In late February 1875, there were “riotous demonstrations . . . direct-
ed more especially against the treasury and building of the Relief and
Aid Society” in Chicago.** Militia companies mobilized all across
Chicago to protect the Relief and Aid Society from attacks by putative
“communists.” Among the militia companies were the Hannibal
Zouaves, which were very likely the same as or a version of the Chicago-
based Hannibal Guards.® In time the Hannibal Guards (or Zouaves)
became known as the Cadets.* Like the Hannibal Guards, the Cadets
never formally belonged to the state militia, though the newspaper
reports do not make this distinction.

The brief, flickering existence of these ethnic and African American
companies offers a testament to the interest and willingness on the part
of their members to serve, and on the part of the state militia to accept
their service. These brief histories also highlight the importance of
money to the continuing existence of any state militia company.

Paying for an Expensive Hobby

The myriad needs of the average militia company—armories, uniforms,
weapons, supplies, and special activities, like the 1875 Springfield
play—had to be paid for. As the state had no funds to offer, the money
could only come from the members’ own pockets or from those of their
neighbors. To raise the money to pay for their activities, militia members
had to present a compelling case to their communities and, in time, to
the state legislature, and they had to devote significant time and energy
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to these nearly constant fund-raising activities. They began with them-
selves. In 1874, Illinois companies required members to pay annual dues,
ranging from a dollar twenty to twelve dollars. However, the amounts
raised this way never came close to providing for a company’s total
expenses, which varied widely among the several militia companies rec-
ognized by the state. In 1874, expenses per company ranged from $285 to
$2,075, depending on the size of the company, the cost of the uniforms,
and the amount needed to rent the armory space. Each company select-
ed its own uniforms, resulting in huge variations in taste and expense. For
some, the uniform of the private was as simple as a blouse and a cap,
which could be had for as little as five dollars per man. For one Chicago
company, a private’s uniform cost forty dollars in 1874,* and the First
Regiment assumed a cost of fifty dollars per man.

The state provided no funds for its troops during these early years.
Under the operative 1845 militia code with 1874 amendments, the annu-
al military outlay was barely sufficient to cover the salary and expenses of
the office of the adjutant general. The position of adjutant general, or
AG, was that of chief administrator of the state military department. The
AG?s duties included overseeing the militia and forwarding all pension or
disability requests from resident veterans of national service to the War
Department in Washington, DC.* The only support the state offered to
the individual companies was the loan of guns and a limited supply of
ammunition. Many guns owned and loaned by the state were so obsolete
that the adjutant generals regularly proposed selling them off at a public
auction just to get them out of the way.” Even these small measures were
unreliable, dependent as they were on Illinois’ share of the annual feder-
al militia appropriation of $200,000, established in 1808.

However, in the 1870s Illinois was receiving no money from the fed-
eral government. War Department accountants charged $163,674.40 to
[llinois’ portion of the annual distribution for supplies issued to state
troops in 1863, 1864, and early 1865. From the 1860s through the 1870s,
the $200,000 annual federal appropriation was apportioned based on the
number of congressional representatives, and in 1872 Illinois was receiv-
ing only an $8,760.58 annual credit against its overdrawn account.”
Because of this debt, Illinois was receiving no guns or other ordnance
supplies from the federal government in the early 1870s. Between 1872
and 1874 the efforts of AGs Dilgar and Higgins were rewarded by the
subtraction of $65,000 as “improperly charged,” and AG Higgins claimed
that with a further search in the records, the remaining $41,125.20 could
also be removed, giving the state a positive balance of $60,000.” His cal-

culations are difficult to follow and, in any case, were never performed.
In 1878 Illinois was still listed as $98,674.40 overdrawn.” As a result of
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these problems, the companies of the state militia had to supply them-
selves with armories, uniforms, and weapons from their own pocket
and/or raise the money required from the local community.

Financial issues were paramount to a company’s success in these early
years, and financial concerns drove a large portion of any company’s
daily and weekly calendars. The imperative to earn money for its own
support, and to get whatever money it could from state and federal cof-
fers, far more than any other single concern, affected the health of any
company.” If the company could not pay its bills, it could not stay alive
as an organization. As a result, the success of any individual company
was entirely dependent on the enthusiasm of the members and the skill
and leadership provided by their elected officers. It should not come as
a surprise that the half-life of most companies was little more than a year.
In 1874, of the twenty-four companies listed on the rolls, four were dis-
banded; four more failed to report, leading the adjutant general to sus-
pect they were disbanded in actuality if not formally; and one company
had failed to complete organization, fizzling out before it ever got going.
The oldest active company dated to 1869, and the most recent had been
in existence barely two months. Adjutant General Higgins suspected
that the state militia included only about 850 active volunteers.” Of
those volunteers, Higgins remarked, “It would be difficult to find an
equal number of men in the service of the State willing to donate their
services without compensation, at a cost of over twenty dollars per man.
The cause of four companies disbanding and four failing to report this
year is plainly to be seen from this report.”™®

Most of the new companies of 1875 and 1876 were located in small
towns, and some were created by ethnic groups—Irish, Bohemian, and
African American. The militia was a sufficiently flexible institution that
its appeal spoke to men of different backgrounds and living disparate lives.
The militia connection between the individual and the state, both Illinois
and the Union, carried across class and ethnic background the opportuni-
ty to participate in representative citizenship in highly personal and
evocative ways. The inspector general reports filed during 1876 indicate a
broad range of background and economic standing of the militia as a
whole. Almost all rural companies had poor attendance at weekly drills.
But they reported they had no trouble with attendance for parades or state
occasions. As always during this time, inspectors noted the men’s physical
size and the general appearance of the uniforms and the men whenever
they could. Where any indication is made of the members’ occupations, it
seems to be primarily as clerks, skilled tradesmen, or small merchants.”” If
indebtedness is one marker of less elite membership, then most companies
were made up of common men. Many companies, especially those located
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in rural towns, had difficulty paying for all they felt they needed, from uni-
forms to armories. At the end of 1876, the new Second Regiment, formed
in Chicago by primarily Irish ethnic companies at the end of 1875 and
early 1876, was $8,700.00 in debt for uniforms and rent.”

A Larger Militia Leads to a New Militia Structure

By 1875, the Illinois militia was quickly growing beyond the ability of the
governor and the adjutant general to oversee it on top of all their other
duties. In 1874, an addition to the old militia code (1845) was approved,
giving the governor power to appoint an unlimited number of major and
brigadier generals. This new power had serious implications for patronage
offices, but because the sitting governor was a cautiously serious supporter
of the militia, in 1875 he chose to appoint only one brigadier general and
delegated to him the authority to organize the rapidly growing state
forces.” On June 8, 1875, Governor Beveridge commissioned Arthur C.
Ducat brigadier general of the Illinois State Militia. Ducat, who achieved
the rank of inspector general of the Army of the Cumberland during the
Civil War, was an able officer and organizer. In August he issued his first
general order to the state militia, creating one brigade and appointing his
staff officers. By December the militia had grown from 895 members when
Ducat took office to more than two thousand.'® In December, General
Order 4 reorganized and consolidated the then greatly expanded state
forces. General Ducat also established the office of Inspector General of
[llinois, and he received the first ever inspection reports of the ING in
1876. He announced that the regulation drill would be that of the U.S.
Army, eliminating the Zouave drill from formal, but not informal, use by
any recognized ING company. Governor Beveridge, who had publicly
claimed a deep personal interest in the success of the state militia forces,
also appointed a new adjutant general in 1875, Hiram Hilliard. Hilliard,
like Ducat and Beveridge, was a Civil War veteran. The efforts of Generals
Ducat and Hilliard represented the first implementation of any sort of
organizational plan in Illinois that included not only rank charts and orga-
nizational tables, but actual systems of staff officers to track and teach the
new companies and maintain and improve the old. This introduction of a
new ethic of military professionalism learned during the Civil War marks
a significant turning point in the development of the Illinois militia, away
from the older antebellum volunteerism and toward the new forms of civic
engagement emerging with a maturing industrial capitalism.'

Cao
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Between 1870 and 1876 a new generation of men entered the Illinois
Militia, slowly at first and then with gathering steam as the centennial
drew nearer. This rush of new members gave the larger organization the
clout it needed to seek out changes in current militia law, and to begin
to organize their forces in new, modern ways. The pattern of growth in
[llinois, clearly preceding the centennial celebrations of 1876, suggests
that the dramatic growth of state militias in other midwestern states may
have also been spurred by the centennial and not by the strikes of 1877
as has been long argued.'”

The new Illinois militia members first replicated the small, antebel-
lum militia companies, but they quickly began to dream of bigger, more
organized, and more dynamic militias that would capture the imagina-
tion and the financial support of larger communities. Toward that end,
these new militiamen crafted elaborate public performances to engage
and teach their audiences that these new members embodied a national
patriotism and manly attributes. The roots of the militia resurgence in
[llinois in the 1870s are to be found in individuals who flocked to the
revived militia and the communities that came to the support of their
local companies.
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dedications, 114; funding, 30-31,
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manhood, 43—44; marksmanship,
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public image, 64-65; railroad
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82, 83; Spanish American War,
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duty, 161. See also Ninth Battalion

First United States Volunteer Cavalry
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Guards, 11; militia companies,
36-39; per man, 209, 228; social
events, 42, 44-51, 58, 76-77;
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Seventh Regiment

Hickox, Emma, 22, 23, 238n23
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170, 270n56; discharges, 12,
235n44; distribution, 191,
229-30; expenditures, 199-206;
federalization, 104-5, 141-43,
185-86, 212-13, 226; inspection
reports, 39, 110-12, 117, 150,
258n27, 277n104; legislation, 83;
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114-15, 128, 156, 210, 213; pur-
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10-15, 21, 33-36, 59, 162, 191,
221, 243n31, 273n39; social rank,
22-24; Spanish American War,
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[linois State Guard

Illinois Naval Militia, 205
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242n85; funding of National
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199-201; legislation, 7, 83, 108,

187-89; strike duty, 80. See also
[llinois General Assembly
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Illinois State Rifle team, 127

Immel, Kate, 51

Indiana National Guard, 142, 156,
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Maine, U.S.S., 137-38, 263n17
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manhood: appeals to, 13, 17-24; Civil
War, 134, 135, 151; concept, 1-3;
definition, 104-5; displays, 41,
42-44, 75-77; federal service,
215-16; growth of National
Guard, 102; historical analysis,
231nl, 237n3; marksmanship,
129-32; military training, 185;
Spanish American War, 135,
151-55; women, 53-54
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Volunteers and Militia of the United
States: With Numerous Illustrations
(Gilham), 105, 106, 107
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104-5, 112, 123-25, 128, 260n75;
federal oversight, 213; importance,
126-28; manhood, 129-32; Mason
City Guards, 257n22; training,
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martial law, 178-81
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McLean County Guards, 12, 25, 36,
246097

Memorial Day, 73-75, 125, 248n129
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nation, 115; Garfield funeral
parade, 72-73; militia code, 189;
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militia, 107, 256n11, 273n40

military training: cost, 185; emphasis
at summer camp, 116-18; evolu-
tion, 105-12, 115, 193; federal
service, 213—15; methods, 103-5.
See also drills; summer camp

“militia,” 233n21

militia act (1792), 108, 110, 232n12,
257n14

Militia Act of 1879, 189, 192, 194,
275n68, 277n104

Militia Act of 1903, 114, 210-11
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weapons, 66. See also militia law;
specific laws
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definition, 7-8; distribution,
229-30; funding, 36-39; growth,
18, 39-40, 237n5, 239n38; history
and significance, 1-2, 5-16; lack
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regulations, 199. See also Illinois
National Guard (ING); National
Guard

militia law: (1796), 210; (1903), 114,
210-11; (1908), 111, 258n32;
lobby, 135, 264n19. See also militia
code; specific laws
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233n21; federalization, 6-7; histo-
ry and significance, 1-2; influence
on state legislatures, 110; law, 6-7;
organization, 10, 266n90; purpos-
es, 13-14, 102, 133-36; self-
image, 132. See also Illinois
National Guard (ING); militia
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National Guard Association, 110,
111, 135, 185-86
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The National Guardsman, 43, 198

Nelson, James S., 197

New Hampshire National Guard, 105

New York 69th, 27
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regulations, 199; strike duty,
158-60, 166-67, 178-79, 181,
183, 184; summer camp, 117;
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Ohio National Guard, 34, 71, 156,
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38; Buckner’s court-martial, 195;
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130; display of citizenship, 42,
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150; First Regiment (Chicago),
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otism, 20, 21, 58-63, 70-73,
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image, 63-66, 75, 106; summer
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27-28; growth of National Guard,
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Pearson, J. M., 254n75

Pekin, I1L., 163

Pennsylvania coal fields, 84

Pennsylvania National Guard, 4, 71,
159, 200, 232n9, 267n4

Penwell Coal Company, 171

Peoria, I11., 26, 85, 89, 165
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Pullman strike, 158, 160-61, 164-67
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rifle ranges, 109, 112. See also marks-
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Rock Island, IlL., 60-61, 71, 125
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“Rough Riders,” 262n4
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San Francisco, 27, 71
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San Juan, 143, 144
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Scott, Thomas W., 200-201, 273n39

Second Brigade, 88

Second Infantry, Illinois National
Guard: armory, 202; Garfield
funeral parade, 71; social events,
50

Second Regiment (Chicago): compo-
sition, 11, 273n26; funding, 39

Second Regiment, Illinois State
Guard, 27; armory, 205; budget,
186; marksmanship, 127; political
identity, 28; railroad strikes, 86,
87, 251n38; Spanish American
War, 141, 143, 152

Seventh Regiment, 141, 143, 194,
205. See also Hibernian Rifles

Shaffer, J. H., 207

Shafter, General, 144

Shays’s Rebellion, 79

Sheridan Guards, 25

Sheridan, Philip H., 32, 64, 110

Sherman, Frank T., 29, 65, 240n53

Sherman Guards, 19, 20

Sherman, William T., 110

Siboney, 145

Sixteenth Battalion, 12, 66-67, 72,
234n42, 246n93

Sixth Infantry, 71-72, 141, 143, 152,
197

Skinner, John, 56, 151, 152

social class, 33-36, 59

social events: fund-raising, 42, 44-51,
58, 76—77, 199-200; manhood,
75-17; patriotism, 41-42; women,
42, 51-58. See also balls (dances);
parades

Socialists, 81, 239n40, 239n48

Soldiers’ Orphans Home (Normal,
111.), 65

Souvenir Album and Sketch Book: First
Infantry I.N.G. of Chicago, 43, 53

Souwvenir History: Governors Guard:

Company C, Fifth Infantry, Illinois

National Guard, 65

Spanish American War (1898-99),
133-56; decision to use National
Guard, 136-40; development of
National Guard, 6, 10, 114, 156,
193, 216; Eighth Illinois, 4, 134,
143, 146-51, 153, 194-96,
265n59; First Regiment
(Chicago), 141, 14445, 148,
151-52; Fourth Illinois, 56-57,
141, 143, 145; Illinois National
Guard troops sent, 141-43, 226;
illness, 14445, 148-49, 152; leg-
islation for raising troops, 211; les-
sons of occupation, 180; man-
hood, 135, 151-55; marksman-
ship, 127-28; precipitation,
137-38; preparation, 136-41;
rejection of volunteers, 264n23;
women, 54

Springfield Fire Department, 19

Springfield, Ill.: armory and arsenal,
200-202; Beveridge in, 17-18;
gathering of troops for Spanish
American War, 140; militia code,
188; parades, 18-21, 26, 36, 65,
70; Pullman strike, 166; race riots,
197-98; representation at Grand
Rapids, 61-63; summer camp, 116,
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Springfield Zouaves, 12, 19, 20, 26,
36, 65. See also Governor’s Guard
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Spy of Shenandoah, 49
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St. Clair County (IlL.), 93-97, 99
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Sterling, Ill., 61

St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Rail
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St. Louis convention, 206—8
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Streator, Ill., 88

strike duty, 79-81; (1870-99), 232n9;
(1878-99), 267n4; attitudes
toward, 78-79, 158-62, 164;
avoidance, 157-58; Company C,
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history, 12-14, 78-79, 255n97,
intervention requests, 97-101;
martial law, 178-81; neutrality, 92,
102, 252n52; pay, 161; profession-
alism, 110; responsibilities, 4, 91,
166-170, 178, 181-84, 256n12; sta-
tistics, 219; tactics, 167-70; time
spent on, 162, 170, 180, 221. See
also miner strikes; railroad strikes;
strikes

strikes: guard development, 40; types,
90-93, 252n49. See also miner
strikes; railroad strikes

Sublette Guards, 60

summer camp: appropriations, 199,
207; Buckner’s courts-martial,
195-96; Dick Act, 210-11; federal
oversight, 213; military training,
103, 110, 115-18; postponement,
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Tanner, John R.: development of
National Guard, 193; inaugura-
tion, 50; politics, 195-96; recogni-
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Spanish American War, 13740,
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Twenty-third Kansas USV, 134, 150
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153, 257n15. See also United
States Army

union organization, 177, 249n6

Union Stock Yards, 90

United Mine Workers, 172, 178

United States Army: attitudes toward
militias, 110-12, 115; Dick Act,
210-11; identification with, 206,
212, 277n104; military training,
106, 107; organization of National
Guard, 266n90; rank, 189; reserve
system, 7, 8; Spanish American
War, 133, 134, 138-39, 144, 154,
180, 262n2; strike duty, 86, 87,
164; uniforms, 109. See also Union
Army

United States Volunteers, 4, 56,
134-36, 140, 144, 147

United States War Department: Dick
Act, 210-11; financial support, 37,
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110; relationship with National
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American War, 134, 140-42, 144,
145, 147-49
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Virginia National Guard, 206
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definition, 7-10; federal service,
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tion, 264n23. See also militia com-
panies
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weapons: militia code, 66, 247n106;
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Spanish American War, 139;
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See also marksmanship
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Wisconsin National Guard, 159

Wolf, H. M., 49
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239n32. See also specific companies





